The History of West Court

There are certain Booklets and publications contained within this file
which due to Copyright restrictions we are unable to copy. Should
you wish to see the full file it will be available to view at the FBC
Library.
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A SHORT HISTORY OF WESTZCOURT
BYMR J. T. CoopERr (RETD.)

N the hall of West Caart there is an attractively designed chart which
Irecords the descent of tke Manor from early times. Covering a period of

over six hundred and fifty years, it is a complete record of those who owned,
and who for most of the time occupied, the house. While there are more than
a dozen different family nemes listed as holders of the property, almost the
whole of this time can be divided into two periods in which ownership has
been vested in closely assodated families, genealogical continuity having been
achieved either by marriage through the female line or transfer within the
family, in addition to the mormal direct descent. The first period is from the
end of the thirteenth century, when the Manor of Finchampstead was divided
into East and West Court and became the property of Agatha Banastre, until
the early seventeen hundreds when the property was sold to James Goodyer of
Dogmersfield. The second period, which is from that time and continues until
the thirties of the present century, mainly concerns the ownership by the St.
John family. :

While there is no visible or recorded evidence that there was a house on the
present site earlier than the seventeenth century, it is very likely that previous
buildings were located there as far back as the time of the first member of the
de la Hoese or Hussey family who married Agatha Banastre. At that time the
estate consisted of a dwelling house and some hundred acres. The building lay
alongside the old Roman read known as the Devil’s Highway, of which the
present main drive is a part, and which at that time was still a much used
thoroughfare. - :

Following the Husseys the families of Colley and Parkyns owned the Manor
for about two hundred years, when it was sold by Francis Parkyns to George
Tattershall, who was a connection by marriage. At that time the estate con-
sisted of over four hundred acres and half the advowson of Finchampstead.
The latter was the right of presentation to a benefice; and in the case of this
particular living a system was evolved whereby the patronage was exercised
alternately by the owners of the West Court and East Court Manors. This
procedure lasted until the beginning of the eighteenth century after which time,
except for a short period, the Lords of the Manor of West Court were the
patrons.

The Tattershalls, like the Parkyns, were Roman Catholics and it is recorded -

that certain members of this particular family, four generations of which held
the Manor, suffered heavy penalties for their faith.

While it has not been possible to trace the date of the present old house,
to which more recent additions have been made, it can be assumed that it was
built in the latter part of the seventeenth century, probably by one of the Tat-
tershalls. This post-Restoration period, during which for a time a limited
measure of religious tolerance prevailed, would have given a Catholic land-
owner an opportunity to rebuild and generally make good his property, owing
to freedom from oppressive financial restrictions.

Among the number of carved oak fireplaces in the building, the one con-
sidered to be the finest is now in the guest room and is divided into three bays
with the allegorical female figures of Wisdom, Justice and the Arts. It is
thought, on account of the arms in the middle panel, that it may have been
associated with Lady Elizabeth Stewart, the mother of the Hon. Charles and
Bernard Howard who married Mary and Catherine Tattershall, respectively.

As far as the other wooden carvings of arms are concerned, their connections

with any of the families associated with the house are not known, and it seem.
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The view that will be remembered. Entrance to the old West Court Mess, taken
from the ornamental lake
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The old building from the south, with the ‘new sleeping quarters in the rear
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The new and old Buildings taken from the east, showing the tennis pavilion in the
foreground and new squash court beside the drive.

The new sleeping quarters and the old building, taken from the north west. The new
dining room joins the two. Car park and staff quarters in the foreground.
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that at different times suitable ornamental woodwork has been introduced from
elsewhere. Some of the pieces and panelling date from Tudor times.

" There is a priest’s hiding hole, which dates from the time of the Howards.

The passage to it starts near the door in the small room over the porch (the

latter being a more recent addition to the house) and runs to a windowless room

which is in the middle of the building. _

The main section of the outbuilding known as the Stable Block, which was
recently demolished, was considered older than the house and dated from the
Elizabethan era.

When James Goodyer purchased the property from the Hon. Charles
Howard (circa 1704) it had appreciably increased to a number of houses and
cottages, a mill, and well over a thousand acres of land which largely consisted
of heath and common. James had no children and so the estate passed to his
sister Martha through his mother, who outlived him by ten years. Martha’s
husband was Ellis Mews who subsequently changed his name to Ellis St. John
and their son became the first of the rectors of Finchampstead of that name:
he held the living for forty two years.

At that time the avenue of oak trees formed the drive to the house, the main
door being on that side. The house was moated and had a draw-bridge, a relic
of earlier and more turbulent days when the object was not so much to with-
stand a large scale assault as to make it difficult for parties of marauders to
force an entry.

There were four members of the St. John family who owned West Court and
they were also rectors of Finchampstead. The first Reverend Ellis was suc-
ceeded by a son with the same first name, and he in his turn was followed by
his son, the Reverend Henry Ellis St. John. He married Anne Bannister of
Heckfield who is considered to have been a descendant of the family which
owned the property in the middle ages. This second rector enlarged and reno-
vated the house in the eighteen thirties and filled in the moat, leaving the
present small ornamental lake. He carried out very extensive internal altera-
tions, and it is probable that he was responsible for changing the main door
from the South to the West side of the house and altering the stairs, thus re-
ducing the stair hall to little more than a passage. It is also likely that the
incongruous gothic style window between the door and fireplace in the hall was
put in at the same time. It is of interest that until quite recently it had an inner
window of stained glass.

Like many other landowners, the Reverend Henry benefitted from the En-
closure Acts and so added to his estate. At this time an annual fair was held
in the grounds on the first Wednesday in April. Hunting played a prominent
part in the lives of these esquire parsons and it is recorded that the Reverend
Henry, after entering into his inheritance of the Manor very early in the
eighteen hundreds, purchased a pack of foxhounds. His son the Reverend
Edward kept harriers at Finchampstead. He is portrayed in a picture of a
meet of the Vine Hunt, painted before the middle of the century; this particular
meet was attended by many local celebrities including the rather ageing first
Duke of Wellington. About this time Edward, who had married a daughter of
Mr. Roberts of Wokingham, moved into the new rectory and West Court was
let for a period. Subsequently Jessie, the daughter of his brother Henry,
married Charles Edward Harris who assumed the additional name of St. John,
and West Court was once more occupied by a member of the family. The
Harris arms can be seen carved in brickwork on the south wall of the nineteenth
century wing. It was not until the early thirties of this century that the property
was sold to Mr. Whittington-Moe.

Early in the second world war West Court was requisitioned by the War
Devartment and.was taken over bv Special Operations Executive for agent
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training. The short range in the field at the end of the vegetable garden is a
relic of the days when men of many races fired their courses in preparation for
clandestine warfare on the continent of Europe. Throughout Britain at this
time many of the more remote country houses were requisitioned for this type
of training. Some degree of inaccessibility and the fact that training could
mainly be carried out within the grounds nrade such houses very suitable.
West Court was a preliminary training school and in addition to various small
arms, instruction was given in field craft, map reading, physical training, in-
cluding unarmed combat and the use of explosives: wireless was also taught.

-From this school students moved on to Ringway for a parachute course.

One of the commandants of that era writes of a ghost which worried certain
officers. If it did exist and was not in fact created by an excessive consumption
of low grade wartime liquor it must have eventually been driven away by this
first large scale influx of military men into West Court, as there is no record of
the spirit having been active since that time. Also no written evidence can be
found of there having been a resident ghost in earlier days.

After the war there were two further owners before the property, now re-
duced to seventy acres of land, was sold to the War Department. In June,
1953, it was handed over to the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
for occupation as the Corps Headquarters Officers’ Mess. Since that time
varioys improvements, alterations and additions have been made; culminating
with the recent large scale extension which has taken about twenty two months

to complete, and has provided a large new dining room, kitchen and accom-

modation block, all very much in keeping with the original building.
The Reverend Henry Ellis who contributed the earlier extension would un-
doubtedly be most impressed if he were able to see West Court today.

HISTORY OF THE CORPS

HE history of the Corps, which is now being written by Mr. Anthony
TVerrier, will be published in the Autumn of 1965. - : : -
Anthony Verrier is defence correspondent of the New Statesman, having

previously occupied a similar appointment on the staff of The Observer. . . .. -

The book includes a most interesting historical background from the days of
Crecy and shows how the maintainer of arms became ever more important as
the complexity of weapons increased. i e

In broad terms the history covers the birth, growth and impact on the Army
of the Corps of R.RE.M.E. The factors which led up to its formation and the
early difficulties which were experienced by a Corps born during the hectic days
of war are fully discussed. Subsequent events in all major theatres are des-
cribed, emphasising the part played in them by the new Service.. . .~ .. -
In the story of the first twenty five years of Corps history, R.E.M.E.’s con-

tributions in minor campaigns and the cold war period are brought out.. Recent™ .
changes within the Corps, due to increased complexity in-the electronic field -

an% et‘}m assumption of responsibility for Army aircraft servicing, are also des-
cribed. e '

There is no doubt that this book will be of the greatest:interest to all serving.
members of the Corps and also to the half million men who have served in it
since its inception in 1942. Further particulars will be published in The Crafts-
man and elsewhere in due course.



Page 2 WEST COURT MANOR

Introduction

The story of West Court has been recounted piecemeal in
several contexts. The distant past is to some extent legendary
but in rural areas, where family ties remain strong, legends die
hard. From the times of recorded history and the researches
of ardent enthusiasts the threads are not difficult to pull
together. The “Chronicles of Finchampstead” by W Lyon
(Longman, Green & Co 1895) is the most authoritative
account of the Manor’s long history and contains the fruits
of the most intimate research into its occupancy. Through
this and the local acquaintances which have developed in the
course of its study across the years it was possible to construct
an accurate table of descent. Thanks are therefore due to
those officers and their friends whose sustained interest
enabled Miss Claire Evans to prepare her attractive scroll
which now hangs in the hall. Others who have had an
association with the Manor in the course of their everyday
work have also made valuable contributions to the records:
notably Colonel (Retd) M G M Crosby OBE MC who spent

; some time as Commandant of the Special Training School
{ located at West Court during the Second World War, Majors
J T Cooper and R G Reed who contributed well-researched
articles to “The Craftsman” (October 1962) and “The REME
‘ - Journal” (1965 and 1971) respectively and Lieutenant
~ _ Colonel G R Riddick OBE MC who has collated the lists of
Corps’ Mess property and items of general interest.

- . D CREIGHTON-WILLIAMSON
3 Lieutenant Colonel
1978 Associate of the Royal Historical Society

I am personally grateful to David Ross, Jim Rhodes and Margaret Wood for their
ready and willing help with photographs, artwork and preparation of copy. D C-W




To be sg_lfl by direction of Col. C. T., 5t J. Haris-St. John, D.S.O.

BERKGHIRE.

Particulars, Plan and Conditions of Sale

of the

Tlest Conrt Estate

Finchampsteao.

Che Sale will take place

at the

Great Western Hotel, Reading

on

Saturday, lune 28th, 1930
At 3 o'clock

(unless previously disposed of by private treaty).

o~
(S

Solicitors—Messrs. RIDER, HEATON, MEREDITH & MILLS,

8, New Square, Lincolns Inn, W.C.2.

Auctioneers—
PN N o = R [
Messrs. JACKSON STOPS & STAFF
STOPS HOUSE, QUEEN STREET, MAYFAIR, W.1.  Tel. Gros. 3344 (2 lines).
ESTATE HOUSE, BRIDGE STRFET, NORTHAMPTON. Tel. 610.
COUNCIL. CHAMBERS, CASTLL STREET, CIRENCESTER. Tel 33,

And at Wellingboro™ and Towcester.
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West Court, Finchampstead, 124 acres,
has been sold (o a chent of Messrs. |
Knight, Frank and Ruiley by Messrs. |
Juckson Stops ancd Stalt  (Queen-strect |
and  Northampton),  who successfully
dealt with the rest of the estate by
auction - recently. Shrewsbury — and
neighbouring  properties  will be  sold

locally by Mossgs. Juckson Stops and S%ﬂ'
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Summary and General Notes of Interest.

MODE OF OFFERING.- The Estate will first be offered as a whole, comprising J.ots 1 to
14, and if not so sold it will then be offered as follows:-

Lots 1, 2 and 3 together,
Lots 4, 5 and 6 {ogether.
Trailing a sale the Estate will be offered as lotted.

SUMMARY OF PROPERTY.-The historic Residence and secondary Residence, stables,
garages, 3 farms, 17 cottages, woodlands.

Toxtending in all to 528 acres.

WEST COURT RESIDENCE. -5 Reception Rooms, 18 Bedrooms, 3 Rathrooms, Central

Heating, Acetylene Gas Lightiny, Unfailing Water Supply, Modern Drainage. Telephone
(Eversley No. 4).

BANISTER'S RESIDENCE.--3 Reception Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Modern Con-
veniences, Company’s Gas and Water.

SURROUNDINGS.—The surrounding country is <ome of the most charming in Fngland.
The amenities of the Fstate are heantifnlly protected by coniferons woodland belts

SITUATION.--TIn the Parish of Finchampstead, 33 miles Toudon, 7 miles Reading, 3 miles
Wellington College, 3 miles Wokingham. 11 miles Windsor and Ascot.

CHURCH AND POST OFFICES.  Finchampstead Church and Post Office 11 miles. TFvers-
ley Church and Post Office 1 mile. Roman Catholic Chureh, Corpus Christi at Woking-
ham, and also at Finchampstead.

TRAIN AND 'BUS SERVICES. - There is an excellent service from Reading (7 miles) con-
necting to all parts of the Kingdom. 1ondon 40 minutes (G.W.R.). Wellington College
and Wokingham Stations are on the Sonthern Railwav. Admirable ’bus services to
Reading, Camberley and the surronnding districts pass the main entrance gate. Daily
service to T.ondon.

CLIMATE is notedly healthy. The Fstate stands some 200 feet above sea level on sandy
soil

HUNTING.—-The Fstate is sitnated in the centre of the Garth Country, and the South Rerks
are within easy distance.

BREAGLES.—The IFarley T1ill Pack hunt the district.
SHOOTING.—Good rough shooting is enjoyed on the property.

GOLF at Camberley, Wellington College and Fleet (7 miles), and the Royal Berkshire Golf
Club is within 11 miles.

RACING.-—Newbury (24 miles), Hawthorn I1ill (9 miles), Ascot and numerous other im-
portant courses are within easy reach. The Garth and Staff College Point to Points were
run over the FEstate this secason.

ROADS AND WATER.—The FEstate plan shows the property to be well roaded, and the
water supply to the land is admirable.

APPORTIONED OUTGOINGS.
Tithe, £132 19s. 3d.; T.and Tax, /6 6s.

INSPECTION.—The Vendor is in residence, and the property can be inspected at any
reasonable time upon production of these particnlars.

HOW TO REACH THE PROPERTY.—FROM LLONDON proceed to Blackwater via Bagshot
and Camberley; at Blackwater turn right to Vateley and via Lversley, turning left upon
crossing the bridge towards Reading. The main entrance drive being 1 mile along the
road on the right. FROM READING proceed via Shinfield, Arborfield, towards
Ilversley, the main entrance drive being on the left hand side, after passing Arborfield
Remount Depot.




Lot
No.

[

10.

] 2

West Court, Grounds and 3 Cottages

~SUMMARY OF LOTS,

dWesi Court, Finchampstean.

e ———

Description. Arca.

61,691

Hogwood Farm and Lea Farm 316.676
Shepperlands Cottage and Garden 166
Banister’s Residence 3.383
Pasture Field adjoining 17.370
Banister’s Farm 111,466
Building Land, Banister’s FFanm H.700

Old Gravel Pt

2.600

Building Land adjoining ** The Firs ™’ 3.2338

House and Garden, ** The Firs,”" Reading Road 876
Cottage and Garden 279
Ditto 172
Pair of Cottages 210
Cottage and Garden .560
Housce and Buildings, Shepperlands Farm 1.260

Totals  528.047

Rentals.

Mostly in band.

£180 0 0
In hand.
£13£) 0==0
L£17-:0--0

£ 0 0

In hand.

—

In hand.

-

£60 0 O

Service Tenancy.

Ditto.
£16 0 0
£16 0 0

In hand.

£512- 0




STIPULATIONS

(which shall be deemed Lo form parl of ihe Condilions of Sale under which the

property will be offered).
— e e

1. Sale Particulars.—The Plan and Quantities are based on the Ordnance Survey,
1911 edition. They, and these particulars are believed to be correct, and any
error or omission or mis-statement shall not annul the sale nor entitle either

party to compensation, nor_in any circumstances give grounds for an Action at
Law.

2. Rights, Outgoings and LEasements.—The property is sold with the benefit of
and subject to all rights of way, water, sewerage, support, light and other ease-
ment (if any), and to all outgoings or charges connected with or chargeable
upon it whether mentioned in these particulars or not. IExcept where otherwise
specified in these particulars, each Lot is sold or retained with the benefit of
and subject to an easement or easements whether mentioned in these parti-
culars or not for the continuance of any means of supply (where these exist)
of water, gas, light or clectricity through or over any other lot, and for the
continuance of any drainage facilities over or through any other lot as at
present existing, together with all necessary rights of access for maintenance,
renewal and repair, and the conveyance of cach lot shall contain such
reservation and covenants as the Vendor is advised are nccessary or
expedient for their protection in connection with these stipulations and such
exceptions and reservations.

3. Apportionments of Outgoings and Rents.
the principal Landlord’s Outgoings are approximately shown, but the Vendor
shall not be liable to cause formal apportionments to be made.

For the convenience of purchasers

4. Boundaries.—Should any dispute arise hetween the Vendor and any Purchaser
within six months of the date of completion as to any point whatever
contained in these particulars or as to their interpretation, the matter in
dispute shall be refered to the arbitration of Herbert Jackson Stops, of Wood
Burcote Court, near Toweester, or, failing him, Owen Sebag-Montefiore, of
Stops House, Quecen Street, Mayfair, W. I, whose decision shall be binding

on all parties, and who shall also decide how the cost of such reference shall
be borne.

Except where otherwise stated in the particulars, boundaries between
lots shall be ascertained and owned as follows:—(a) Where the lands are
separated by a ditch with a bank or hedge the ownership of the sites of
the ditch and bank or hedge shall go according to the custom of the country,
although this may render inaccurate the stated acreage of adjoining fields,
and (b) in all other cases the boundary shall be that adopted on the last
ordnance survey and shall be a party boundary.

b. Fences.—The “ T " marks on the Plan indicate the ownership of proposed
new fences dividing lots. The Purchaser of any lot affected thereby shall
covenant to erect within three months of the date of completion and thereafter
maintain a stock-proof fence. The Vendor shall be under no obligation to
fence unsold lots.




6. Private Roads.—The Purchaser shall take over all the Vendor’s rights and
liabilities in any watercourses, and/or private roads leading to or adjoining

the property sold.

7. Tenant Right, etc.—The land is sold subject to all rights of the tenants (if any)
and outgoing occupiers and cach Purchaser shall  indemnify the Vendor
against all claims (if any) in respect of the usual tenant right according to
the custom of the country or the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1923, and any
sum payable to the Vendor or tenants for unexhausted manurial values, or
disturbances, shall be apportioned acreably between the Lots, and no sct
off for dilapidations or waste shall be made by the Purchaser against the
Vendor.

8. Fixtures.—All such fixtures as are usually denominated Landlord’s fixtures and
belong to the Vendor, are included in the purchase price, but tenant’s
fixtures whether mentioned in the Particulars or shown on the Plan or not,

are expressly excluded.

9. Order of Sale.—The Vendor reserves the right to sell the whole Estate or any
Lot, or part of it, before the auction, to alter the order of sale, to
amalgamate lLots, or to withdraw the whole or any Lot or Lots, or part

or parts thereof without declaring the reserve price.

10. Drainage.—Lot 1 is sold with the benefit of the existing rights of drainage
over Iield Ordnance No. 419, part of Lot 2 to standpipes existing in that
field with a right to discharge cffluent on to the soil at all times, together
with the right for the owner of Lot I, his agents, scrvants and workmen
to enter (with or without horses, vehicles and materials) upon Field No. 419
for the purpose of inspecting, repairing, renewing and cleansing the drains,
and also any Dbranches, conncctions, standpipes, and other fittings, and
Lot 2 is sold subject to these rights. The person exercising such rights shall
carry out any work with all rcasonable speed, doing as little damage as

yossible, and making reasonable compensation for any damage done.
) £ I S

11. Sale.—The¢ Vendor reserves the right to hold a sale, or sales, by auction

on the premises at any time previous to the completion of the purchase.

12. Qutgoings.—Land tax, £6 6s. 0d. Tithe, £132 19s. 3d.

13. Leases.—Copics of the tenancy agreements can be inspected during office
hours at either the offices of the Soliciturs or of the Auctioneers.

The description of the cultivation of the lands arc believed to represent their
present state, but are not intended to determine 'which lands are arable and
which arc permanent pasture within the meaning of the term of the tenancy
conditions, and such descriptions shall not affeet the rights of any tenant or
tenants to alter such cultivation, or to compensation for laying down lands

to permanent pasture, and the lands are sold subject to such rights (if anvy).

302
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6 WEST=COURT ESSTATE,

UWlegt Court Aawor Egtate.

_351:55 art i Digtory and itg Cloners

FINCHAMESTEDE (XIth Century)
FYNCHAMSTEDE, FINGHAMSTEDE (XIVth Century).

YHE  origin of the name is Saxon, and snggests that it was the ' TTomestead ™

of a powerful family of the name of *“ Fyneh,™ or ““ Fyng.'' In carly days,

Finchampstead was a forest parish, and formed part of Windsor Forest; the

Forest was first opened up by the construction of the creat military road between London

and Bath during the period of the Roman occupation.

The road originally intersected the Estate, and went by the unenviable designation of
“"l'h(: Devil’'s Highway,”" although how or when it carned this reputation history fails to
relate. Possibly the existence of a well deseribed under the Chronicles of the years 1029,
1098, 1100, 1103 and 1161 may have some hearing npon the point, for they state that blood
was seen gushing out of the earth; tradition had it that the water from this well (which was

destroyed some vears ago) was a cure for bad eves.

All that remains of the road through the Estate at the present time is the carriage drive
to the house, although its course can still readily be traced across from Silchester fo Wheat-
lands and Finchampstead Church.  The road appears to have been formed upon a sandy soil

by means of a binding gravel to the depth of cight inches or more.

An interesting relic of this ancient hicheav was o Roman milestone, discovered on the

Iistate in 181471,

The Domesday Book states that the Manor of Finchampstead was held in demesne by
William the Conqueror, as part of his Windsor Forest Estate, and that Earl Harold held it
““as of fee " {(in the time of Fdward the Confessor); in consequence of his tenure he was
liable 1o he called upon fo enterfain the Kine and his followers at Reading for one or
three nights, an ancient form of tenure. Tt also states that in demesne (i.e., in the Lord’s
Iistate) there was one Manor, 16 villeins (or partly free tenants) and cight  hordarii (or

poorer tenants), with 14 ploughs.

On the death of Earl Harold, the Lordshin of the Manor reverted to the Crown : about
THR, Henry 1. granted it 1o Robert Achard, who enfeoffed two knights, Alard and John
Banastre, through the former, the Manor eventually passed to William Banister, who died in
1276, leaving two daughters and co-heirs, Constance and Agatha, who married John and
Peter Hussey (de 1a Hoese) respectivelv, members of a rich family possessed of large

estates in Wiltshire.  The Manor thus beeame divided into Fast and West Court,



BELNCH AXMPSTEAD - BEACRKSH RIS 7

The West Court Manor is described in a Post Mortem Inquisiton on the death in 1306

of Peter de la Hoese, as follows :—

£-7s: d:
“ One capital messuage, which is valued at o O 2 0 per oann.
Eighty acres of arable land, which are worth. .. 5 T e g 153050252
(the price per acre being 3d.)
Four acres of meadow, which are worth . g " " 02 s Sas
(the price per acre being Gd.)
Three acres of separuate pasture, worth = = by O=0 6 s,
(the value per acre being 6d.)
Certain common pasture worth ... (VR ) Sl
Ten acies of wood, the produce of which is waorth Q=200 o
(a5 underwood the value per acre being 3d.)
Totad Annual Valuce... 190
Rents reccived from Free Tenants, quarterly 3 4 4
Rents reccived from Villeins, quarterly 2 910
514 2
[abour of Villeins is worth 3= ek e T S sl e 2385
- S ] I (e 4

The suin iotal ol the whole beins 29 G607 4de per annum.”’

John de Colneye, upon attaining his majoiny o 1375, succeeded to the Manor as heir
of his great grandlathier, Peter de L Hocse, the son of Agatha. The ownceirship of the
Manor descended intail to Richard More, who died in 1560 without issue, and who settled
his property on his nephew, Francs Parkyns (whose name about this time began o be
spelt Perkins), and who transferred his interest in West Court Manor o his brother-in-law,
George Tattershall, who richly embellished the iniertor of the Mansion with handsome ouk

carvings and panellings which are still in excellent state of prescervation.

His great grandson, in 1662, scttled the pmpﬁrl) on his daughter, Mary Tattershall,

who married Charles Howard, fourth son of ilenry, twenty-lifth Barl of Arundel.

There is much m the house at the present day which recalls the occupancy of West
Court by the Howards.,  The drawing room fireplace is  divided  into  three  bays,  with
allegorical female ligures representing Wisdons, Justice, and the Arts-—the middle panel is
now fitted with a later achievement of arms (Lecnox and Stewart), and  ubove all is a
scutcheon charged with a saltire between four roses in memory of Lady Elizabeth Stewart,

mother of Lord Charles THoward.

The Howards, hike the Tattershalls and the Parkyns, were staunch Roman Catholics,
and in the house was concealed a priest, which explains the existence of the ** Priest’s

Hole,”” carclully hidden on the first floor, with no windows and of difficult access.



W-EST-COURT ESTATE;

Howard, after the death of his wife in 1701; sold the Estate to Edward Goodyer, an
ancestor of the present Vendor. Martha Goodyer, his daughter, inherited the Estate, and
married Ellis Mews, who had assumed the name of St. John by Act of Parliament in right

of his first wife and first cousin, Frances Si. John.

The St. John family arc of Norman origin (denominated from the territory of St. John,
near Rouen), and entered England as Grand Master of artillery, and ¢ superior of waggons

and carriages ’’ to the Conqueror.

The great grandson of Ellis St. John, the Rev. Henry Ellis St. John succeeded in
1806, a keen sportsman, who, after entering into his inheritance purchased a pack of fox-
hounds which were kennelled at West Court, and were the foundation of the present Garth
Pack. His great grandson, Col. C. E. St. J. Harris St. John, D.S.O., succeeded as the
twenty-seventh owner of the West Court Estate.  The Estate is now offered in the open

market only for the second time during its whole venerable history.

That the whole of the Manor of Finchampstead in the 12th century was in the possession
of the Banister family has been stated, and it is interesting to record that the Estate, bearing
the same name, was in possession of the Banister family until Anne Banister (born 1752)
married Ellis St. John, thus uniting after six centuries, the Estates of Banister and

West Court.

There is a tradition that the Duke of Buckingham entrusted his safety to the fidelity of
Ralph Banastre, who sheltered him after the failure of his rebellion against King Richard II1.

in 1403.

The present Banisters House was partly rehuilf in the reign of Charles I1., and the date
stone over the porch (1683) bears the initials [.B.H., which is explained as standing for
John and Hannah Banister; this John is described in the register as a ““ rich man,” and

was in 1695 appointed Regarder of Windsor Forest.
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F'he ancient County Seat and domain known as e

legt Couet Manor

Finchampeiens,

“THE HALL HALLOWED BY THE CENTURIES.”

X0

e e

A wiew from the oal avenue.

The Regivence

is most beautifully scated amid stately parklands.  Part of the structure was originally a
moated XVI. Century Manor, but the clevation has in more peacetul times been aliered to
a delightful example of the period of Queen Anae, and only traces of the moat still exist.
The structure is partly of the narrow XVI. Century and other carly brick work which has
become mellowed by the centuries to a picturesque plum colour, adding to that indefinable
feeling of peace and charm which is a distinguishing feature of both the exterior and the
interior of this ideal country home.

.rll I\'
/-
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The approaches through the park arc by two carriage drives; the principal or Western drive
has a fine avenue of trees flanked by specimen rhadodendrons and shrubberies.

On entering the house one first notices the OAK PANELLINGS AND CARVINGS in a
perfection of English workmanship, their glorions surfaces reflecting that ripe heauty which

neither craftsmanship or care can  bestow.  The rooms inchide :—

ON THE GROUND FLOOR :

Entrance Vestibule with flight of steps leading to the

Entrance Hall

171t Gin. by ]2“.,' and 14ft. by 46ft. 6in., an imposing chamber panelled {0 a height of 12ft.

with very fine Elizabethan wainscotting with carved strap work decoration, Tonie capitols,

and a carved interlacing strap work frieze.  The apartment is heated hy a large open fire-
place with Jacobean oak overmantel with carved linenfold pancls.  The secret opening to a

private room, formerly undoubtedly a ¢ priest’s hole,”" is closed hy a perfect Elizabethan
nak overmantel with carved tracery pancls with centrepicce in hold relief, enriched by a

carved heraldic crest.

The window has eight antique stained glass panes, assembled from carly glass from an old

Church near Canterbury.  The floor is of polished oak.

The Dak Room

T

15ft. din. by 19ft. 9in., panelled in Jacobean oak 9ft. high, contains a carved oak mantel and
overmantel.  Delightful views over the gardens and park to the South are enjoyed from

the windows of this comfortable room.
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i

Uhe Staircase

rising trom an inner hall, has a Georgian pine Balusurade.  The walls are panclled in

pine with heavy Lolection moulding,

The DBrawing Voom

is w beautiful apartment, 37ft. by 19ft. 5in., with

poulished oak dance floor, Elizabethan oak over-

mantel, and mantel with coats of arms of the

Lennox Tamily, and on cither side in panels are

draped figures carved in high relief.

e Bining Room

176 2. by 2000 2in., has a marble mantel.
) )

The Library

L70 9ine by 2900 din., as a charming room with  a square bay window  overlooking  the

garden to the South and East, and a French window with steps gives access to the lawns.
Itis fitted with o carved oak mantelpiece and overmautel of Continental design; the centre

pancl is i bold relief ornamented with coats of arms.

Study

[306 by 1706 9., s a0 comfortable room with a pleasant bay window, carved oak mantel-
picce and overmantel adapted from an Elizabethan Court Cupbourd. A strong room door is

fitted in the room.

GUN ROOM.  LAVATORY fitted with basin and W.C. Two Store Rooms and Strong

Room.

ON THE FIRST FLOOR, approached by convenient staircases, are

THE WEST BEDROOM, a most attractive room 16ft. lin. by 21ft., lined with Elizabethan
vak panclling, fret frieze, and simple carved capping.

DRESSING ROOM.

THE YELLOW BEDROOM, I3ft. 6in. by 18it. Gin.

DRESSING ROOM, Llizabethan oak panclled (painted).

Hhe Principal BWebroom
250 G by 200 G, Elizabetian oak panclled (painted), with carved scroll fret fricze (a
very bright and cheertul room).
SCHOOLROOM,; 3 BEDROOMS, W.C., BATIHROOM, 2 \W.C.'S.

I Maws’ Beoroosms, Barnroom annp W.C.  Stoke Rooa.
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ON T'HE SECOND FILOOR are

[ ENCELLENT BEDROOMS, workroom, store cuphoard, Bathroom, W.C., and Tank

Rocm.

@Whe Domestic Offices

imclude Servants” Hare, Kirveney, tted * Eacle " range, Scullery, fitted Sink and Inde-
pendent hoiler for domestic hot waier, Larder, Butler’s Pantry, fitted. Boot Room, Foot-
ian's Reom, Game Larder, Wood Shed, Dairy wiih tiled walls, Larder, Coke Room, 2 Coal
Houses, W.C.

Tili; BASEMENT is good Wing

. Cellarage, Boiler Room, fitted with Central Heating

boiler.

There is an excellent supply of WATER derived from a deep well and pumped by power to

Fanks in the House.  This supply has never heen known to fail.

T DRAINAGE is i good condition, gravitates to a collecting tank, from whence it is

pumped by power on to the agricultural land.
LIGUTING is by an Acetylene Gas Plant, which is in excellent condition.
Telephone is connected—Eversley No. 4.

The Bardens
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The charm of the richly wooded parklands with their fine forest oaks and  beeches, noble
avenues, copses and boundary woodlands, is so couipicte that only shaple old-world gardens
arc neeessary Lo afford a characteristic sctiing to this fine old house.

There is a terrace on the South West front.  Lawns providing TENNIS COURTS, clipped
yew hedges, a pretty ornamental pond and rose garden, while inowell chosen positions are
fine formal or shade bearing trees, between which the delicious vistas over the parklands

previowsly referred to are disclosed.

THE EKITCHEN GARDEN
is woted for its productivity. It is sheltered from the cold winds by a brick wall, along
which fruits arc trained, and beyond the limits of the garden arc a variety of bush and
standard fruits ol selected sorts.

Stabling
The Stabling

A lTeature of architectural interest is the fine ringe of Staliling and Garages built of beautiful
mellowed brickwork.  The accommodation conprises ;-1 Loose Boxes and Stall.  Harness
and Corn Room. GARAGIS for 1 cars (1 heated), Tank Room, Hay Loft, and a COTTAGE
containing 4 rooms, modern Cowhouse for 12, FFood Room, new Kennels, 2 Piggeries, Loosc
Box for pony, Range of Shed, Sawmill and Garage.
There is also a 2-hay Cattle Shed in the Paddock.
This Lot is sold with the benefit of the exception and reservation in favour of the Vendor

and the Purchaser of this Lot of the existing diainage cascment over enclosure No. 419
(Lot 2) as provided by Condition 6.

Outgoings :—Apportioned Rectorial Tithe, £9 (38s. 11d. (commuted value).

SCHEDULL.
LA
0.5. No. Description. Area. Remarks.
Pt. 560 Pasture s =0:800
558 Doy s T R PR K5 1.1
D3l 1D0; 5 BT
556 Do: - e 3.634
HHd Dosar e d st 00
562 Do i 2.218
507 House and Grounds A Sy ARy ]
Hol Pond ... .293
555 Plantation .281 In hand.
532 PO =i, crammie - 2669
H30 Do, . e 1028
563 | B o MEEti e e e e g et LAYy
565 | BTo Htr o e g e 28T
552 1S S R 2 1)21 5
H59 Do~ 5 212
588a  Cottages and Gardens ... ... ... .192
b6Ua  Spinney THRES SN b s ) 1)
Pt. H83a Dos s s s U e e e 0
Let to Mr. W. J. Borlase on
B SR A a  lease  expiring  20th
I;[. !:)()() l{;t]'l; .).()I):(: September, 1947, at an
Pt. 584 Rondeicni i s e e eh b apportioned rent of £322
10s. 0d.
64.591
\S Sl o ST o
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1 F 3 LOT 2.
i .

{' L (Coloured Yellow on Plan.)
. 4

LEA AND HOGWOOD FARMS,

FINCHAMPSTEAD.

Two Splendid Farms, comprising :—

Lea Farm, Park Lane

with a FINE OLD ELIZABETHAN FARMHOUSIE, built of brick with tiled roof, and con-

taining 7 Rooms with outside Domestic Offices (at present used as 2 Cottages).

The FARM BUILDINGS are chicfly built of wood with tiled or slated or thatched roofs, and

provide the following accommodation :—

Cowhouses for 25, Stable for 6 with chafl and hauness rooms, Barn, 2-bay Shed, Cart Shed of

3 bays, Poultry House, and Granary.

Hogwood Farm

with an interesting old timbered, brick and tiled FARMIIOUSE, containing 8 Rooms, with

outside Domestic Offices.

THE FARM BUILDINGS are chiefly modern, and built of brick with corrugated iron or
thatched roofs, and provide the [ollowing accommodation :—Waggon Shed, Food and
Engine Room, Stable for 3, Harness Room, 2/4 bay, Dutch Barns, 3-bay Cattle Shed with
yard for 8, Cowhouses for 13, 4 Piggeries. In IField O.S. No. 415 is a wood and corrugated

iron shed.

THE PASTURE LLAND is chiefly good feeding land.  Water is laid on to nearly every

ficld. The arable land is very fertile, and crops well.

Included with this Lot is some fine oak timber in the parklands, including Shepperlands
Copse and Hogwood Copse, cic.  Also the Valuable Belts of growing timber which protect
the amenities of the property from the public roads.  The timber has been valued at £1,200,

which sum must be paid in addition to the purchase money.

This Lot is sold subject to the exception and reservation in favour of the Vendor and the
Purchaser of Lot 1 of the existing drainage easement over enclosure No. 419, as provided

by Condition 6.

Qutgoings : —Apportioned Rectovial Tithe, £77 2s. Hld. (commuted value).
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SCHEDULE OF LOT 2.

0O.S. No. Description. Arca. Remarks.

H82a Pasture e 022300\
Pt. 560 Dos -l e e e 8b00
504 Do s eeo 7.142
565a 1 TN el R I SRR el
566 IO ™ sl e s e e e 1028
363 Do, —..q ... 24,914
364 BPok . e s 0Th
415 Bos 0 ... 3.668
416 D6: o . 2,494
417 Do: 52 .844
119 Do, 5 . BT.223
D34 Do e 452083
533 | B e AT SR e i e n W 5y L
553 DO, i 2de e e e e 147298 Teteon=a lease expiring- 29th
Hnl D6 - ... 11.261 September, 1947, to Mr.
HY ) D65 o 135084 W. J. Borlase, at an
517 e R e e e L () apportioned rent of £180.

Hl2a Do .. 2.79:395
513 Do 050109
512 Do=7.5 o 13.242

Pt. 584 Pond-- ... ALY
H20 Arable ... o 2 = 22809
528 Dio: o =421 786
539 Arable and Spinney L = e U
540 B ... 14.310
H38 Do—= 5 13.704
nIR Hogwood Farmhouse and  Buildings  1.209
H19 Road - ... 15959
BYB] l.ca Farmhouse and Buildings ... .884)

582 Spinney 1.783\
Pt. 583a D e e e o a[
566a Bos i = i e UG8
363a Dos ot s et e e ]
364a Do =.. . om, -~ ADDS
365 Shepperlands Copse re 155582030
366 Do. ... 18.704
536 Spinncey i AL s hand?
037 Do: - i ... 3.026
H3h Do. .. 675
BES| Do. - ... 639
529 15 [0 S M S g e e M o0
S0 Ronde stk e Saerae e m el vt 0]
H16 Spinney ST et e e e R O 2
Hl4 Hogwood Shaw Spinney = Cim 4:666

Area 31b6.676

With Vacant Possession. 1L.OT 3 o
(Coloured Pink on Plan.) /! 3

O/S No. 367.

Area: 26 poles.
A -PICTURESQUE COTTAGE
situated near Shepperlands Copse, built of brick, timbered with tiled roof, and containing :
GROUND FLOOR : Living Room, Kitchen fitted with copper and sink, Larder and Pantry.
FIRST IFLLOOR : 3 Bedrooms.
There is a wood and corrugated iron Barn and 1£.C.) and an excellent Garden,

Water is obtained from a well,
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LOT1 fo¢ A

(Colourved Pink on Plin.)

Area: 3 acres, 1 rmr-c\l, 21 poles. A
- : / 3
v

The Histerical Residence known as é i
: 4 7

e . : F
BANISTERS, —
FINCHAMPSTEAD.

The Charming Elizabethan Residence approached by a long gravelled avenue from the Read-
ing and Finchampstead Road, protected by tall clm trees. The Residence is built of mellowed
brick, with a beautiful old tiled roof, and coniaing :—

GROUND FILOOR :

Entrance Porch, Smoking Room with exposed timbering, Dining Room with exposed timber-
ing, Drawing Room with marhle mantel and wood mullioned  tracery window, Cloakroom
fitted with W.C. and basin.

FIRST FFi.OOR

is approached by good staircase with turned halusters. There are 6 well proportioned Bed-
rooms, Dressing Room with small oriel window. W.C. 2 Bathrooms fitted h. and c.,
H.M. closet and sink.

THE DOMESTIC OFFICES comprise Kitchen, Scullery, Servants’ Hall, and  Secondary
Staircase.

Gas and Waler ave laid on from District Mains, and Flectric Light Mains arve also con-
wvenient Lo the property.

THE OUTBUILDINGS comprise :—Tool Shed, Oil Tlouse, Wood House, 2 Sta. Stable
and Loose Box, Saddle Room, 2 Garages, Granary, Boot Room, 2 W.C.’s.

THE GARDEN
is delightful, and is shaded by ornamental trees and shrubs, with fine lawns and TENNIS
COURT, There is also an exeellent veeetable Garden and Orchard.
THE MODERN COTTAGE is built of hrick with cavity walls and a tiled roof, and con-

tains :——h Roowms, Baturoom axp W.C. A right of access for all purposes to this Cottage
is reserved from the back drive at Point A.

The valuable timber in the Avenue will be included in ihe purchase price of this Lot.

The Treehold of the back drive for a widith of 20f1. from the existing fence between Points
A. and B. on plan is included in this Lot, with the right on part of the Purchaser to fence
same off.

This Lot is sold with the benefit (1) of the existing combined drainage svstem serving the
cottages marked A. and C. on enclosure No. 319 (Lot 6) as now enjoyed subject to payment
of half the cost of the cleansing, upkeep and repair of such joint drainage system (2) of the
outfall sewerage tanks and drain situate in the enclosure Neod. 317 on Lot 6 as now uscd
for the residence, ¢ Banisters,

.y

and the rieht {o enter thereon at all reasonable times to
empty, cleanse, repair and renew the said tanks and drains and the pipes and other
apparatus and connections used therewith.

This Lot is also sold subject to the right of the owner or owners for the time heing of Tot 6
to a full right of way with animals and vehicles (hut not for lorries or other heavy traffic)
over and along the Avenue (Nos. 265 and 222) for access to the cottage marked ¢ C " on
the plan, and to the other lands of the Vendor camprised in Lot 6 at the sides and rear of
Lot 4 as now used and enjoyed, subject fo paving one moiety of the expense of the repair
and upkeep of the Avenue and roadway, but the gateway at point A. is to be moved as
provided in the Note to Lot 6.

Outgoings :—TLand Tax £4 25, Gd.
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SCHEDULE.

0.S. No. Description. Arca. Remarks.

Y Gr ; S 1 s R
Pt: 318 House and Grounds By e T expiring  25th

o T o5 .

j(‘.f }f’fl‘f”“ “,’?: December, 1935, to Major
)9 -t o e b SRR e - J. Salt, at a net rental

oo s e S B e E »f £130 per annum

223 Spinney BT e e L S S e :

Let on lease to Mr. WL J.
Pt. 264 Pasture and Road b et D) Borlase expiring 29th
September, 1947.

LOT 5. Jp? v pre?

(Coloured Green on Plan.)

OJS No. 263.

Area: 17 acres, 3 roods, 19 poles.

AN EXCELLENT CLOSE OF PASTURE LAND

with a frontage of about 750ft. to the Eversley and Finchampstead Road.

Now let on a lease expiring 29th Scptember, 1917, o My, W. ], Borlase, at an appor-
tioned rent of £17 per annum.

Note.~—~The Landlord has thic option to determine the Lease upon a calendar month’s notice
if the land is to be used for any purpose other lh n agriculture.  (See lLdb(, dated

30th September, 1926.) f‘/(
Outygeings :—Apportioned Rectorial Tithe, £7 12s. 94d. (commulcd vitlue ,é/

A 6 &

LOT 6. ,w[ /olw"’ ;

(Coloured Blue on I'qu
Area: 111 acres, 1 rood, 34 poles.

BANISTER’S IFARM,
FINCHAMPSTEAD.

THE FARM BUILDINGS arc chiefly built of brick, wood with tiled roofs, and consist of :~-
3 Cattle Boxes, a magnificent model Cowhouse for 30, fitied with drinking bowls,wash-hand
basin, Dairy and Sterilizing Room, recently erccted reguardless of expense, Food Room,
Large Barn, 2 Loose Boxes, and accommodation for 9 cattle with yard.

Gas is laid on to the buildings from the main.

There is a MODERN BRICK-BUILT COTTAGLE with cavity walls and tiled roof, contain-
ing 5 Rooms and a Bathroom.

THIEE ARABLE LAND is very productive, and the pasture is good feeding land, well
watered by running streams, pond, or supplicd froin the main.  Included with this Lot is
a valuable arca of woodland known as ¢ Banister’s Copse 7 and ** Poor Copse,”” ete. The
timber has been valued at £260, which must be taken and paid for in addition to the
purchase money.

Outgoings :—Land Tax, €1 16s. 3d. Apportioned  Rectorial Tithe, £35 7s. 11d. (com-
muted valug).
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SCITEDULE.
Q.S. No. Description. Arca. Remarks.
Pt. 264 Pasture I A PEE Sing S e e 11 (7,
317 | proTEe e Ve e e s S A M 1
320 D [¢ N gl e 02090
587 Do s i 5.99
;_)"Q“ Do 3 et Sl 4).?3:4'; l.et on lease to Mr. W. ].
L BB EE BT e
Pt. 319 Do. and Cotiage G o s e A O S = ‘", :m
Ph oG ARDle - - o Tl g :|prr|mm‘d rental of £73.
589 Dorcin e e im e 93
Pt. 264 Do i 02000
Pt.. 318 IFarm Buildings e O L)
321 Banisters-Copse " 5. o D s T O] S
585 Spinney s, e h B AL Th TR
Let on lease expiring  25th
621 Poor’s Copse R sa rae K T March, 1933, to Mr. F.
Hall,- at - a - net rent of
£2 10s. per annum.
111.466

Note.—~This Lot is sold subject to the right of the owner or owners for the time being of
Lot 4 io have the joint benefit and use (1) of the existing combined drainage system
serving the cottages marked A. and C. on enclosure No. 319 as now enjoyed subject
to the payment of half of the cost of the cleansing, upkeep and repair thercof, and (2)
of the full benefit and use of the outfall, sewerage, tanks and drain as now used in
connection with the residence, ‘¢ Banisters,” situated in enclosure No. 317, and of free
catry thereon at all reasonable times to empty, cleanse, repair and renew  the  said
tanks, drains and all pipes and other apparatus and connections used therewith.  This
Lot is sold with the benefit of a full right of way in common with others over and
along the Avenue and along the roadway between the points marked A. and B. for
access to Cottage C. and to the other portions of this Lot situate at the sides and rear
of Lot 4 as now used and enjoyed subject to the payment of one moiety of the expense
of the repair and upkeep of the Avenue and roadway.

The existing  Gateway at Pomt A, in Plan, from Park Lanc Road 1o the Farm
Buildings at the rear of Banisters, is fo be moved he the Purchaser of this Lot to the
West, clear of the back entrance to Ranisier's Honse, <o that it does not cross the
Frechold of Ranisters. A right of access [or all purposes is reserved for the benefit
of Lot 1 to the Cottage at Point A.

5 7’ (
Lo 7. i (r“ﬂ >
A

{Cotonred Pinle on Plan.) )

OIS No. 't. 261.

Area: 5 acres, 2 roods, 32 poles.

A VALUABLE AREA OF BUILDING LAND

with a frontage of about 930ft. to the Reading and Fversley Road.

Now let on a lease cxpiring 20h September, 19017, to M. W. |. Borlase, at an apportioned
renf ol A6,

Note.--The Landlord has the option to deterinine the Teasze upon a month’s notice if the
land is to be wvsed for any purpose oiher  than agriculture.  (See  lease dated
30th December, 1926.)

OQuigoings :—Apportioned Rectorial Tithe, £1 16s. 3d. (commuted value).
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5
With Vacant Possession. f/d ' % "‘//(j/
Bl : ; 3 .
LOE 8 Vo Ak &

40 (/7’. o =
(Coloured Pink on Plan)) Y

O[S No. Pt. 620.
Area: 2 acres, 2 roods, 16 poles.

AN AREA OF LAND

formerly a Graver i, with o frontage of abont 130 feet to the road leading to Lea Farm.

Outgoings :—Apportioned Rectorial Tithe, 9s. Hd. (conuied value).

With Vacant Possession.

LOT 9. /xj V/[/ e
)

(Coloured CGreen on Plan.

OfS Nos. Pts. 619 and 620.

Area: 3 acres, 38 poles.
AN AREFA OF BUILDING LAND
with a frontage of 3500t to the Reading and Everstey Road.
This Land is believed to overlie a good bed oi gravel.

Ouigoings :—Apportioned Rectorial Tithe, s, H13d. (commuted valuce).

e
N A

tor 0. B C/ Zi

(Coloured Pinl on Plan.)
OIS No. 620A.

>

Area: 3 roods, 20 poles.
A delightful Small House known as

THE “FIRS,”
situated and having a rontage ol about 101 f4et on the Reading Road. it is substantially
built of brick with slated rool, sct well back froa the public road, containing :—
GROUND FLOOR :
Drawineg Roos with hay window, Dinina Roos, Buovaast Roon, Kirenen, Scullery fitted

with sink.

FIRST FLOOR

arc 4 well-proportioned Breoroons, W.C., Barnroon fitted with bath and basin (h. and c¢.).
Therc is an outside Copper House and Coals.,

Water is derived from awell, and gas is laid ao from the mains.

There i1s a good Garden, well shaded with buch trees.

I'l cood Garden, well shaded h b (

The House is let to Mro Co )0 B Monypeiny ona quarterly tenaney at o rent of £50 per

annum nctt.
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LOT 14. /Zﬂ /// 5

(Coloured Pink on Plan.)

OJS No. Pt. 590A.

Area: 2 roods, 9 poles.

A splendid corner property suitable for a Garage or Petrol Villing Station, and known as

“WEST COURT” LAUNDRY.

situated in Park Lane.

and having a frontage thercto of about 160 feet, and with a frontage of about 120 feet to the
main Reading to Eversley Road.

The House is substantially built of brick with tiled roof, and contains :(—

GROUND FLOOR : Living Room, ParLOUR, Scullery with sink.

FIRST FLOOR : 3 BEDROOMS.

OUTSIDE : Large Washhouse fitted with copper, Ironing Room, E.C., and Garden Shed.
Water is derived from a well, and gas is laid on from the mains.

There is a Good Garden, and Vacant Possession can be obtained of the corner portion.

Let to Mrs. Geo. Mason on a weekly tenancy at a gross rent of £16.

With Vacant Possession.

(Coloured Pink on Plan.)

LOT 15. /,} MW%& &

OS Nos. Pts. 372 and 373.

Area: 1 acre, 1 rood, 1 pole.
Known as

SHEPPERLANDS FARM,
PARK LANE.
An attractive Week-end Cottage, part of the interior has been destroyed by fire. It is built
of brick, and timbered with tiled roof, and contains on the
GROUND FLOOR :

DiniNg Roowm with brick fireplace and dog grate, Drawing Room with 2 windows (which has
been damaged by fire), Kircuen fitted sink and rotary pump, Scullery fitted copper, Barn-

rooM fitted bath, basin, and W.C.

FIRST FLOOR :

3 Beprooms and Boxroom. A Wooden Room, match boarded and good floor annexed to
House.

Water is derived from a well.

There is a good range of outbuildings constru¢ted of wood, with slated or corrugated iron
roofs, including :—

Garage for 3 cars, 2 Storage Sheds, and Stable for 3.
There is a Garden and Paddock surrounding the Ruildings.

Outgoings :(—Land Tax, 7s. 6d.
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Special Conditions of Sale.

1. These Conditions shall be read and construed with the National Conditions of
Sale (11th Edition, 1930) which shall apply (except the provision as to placing the balance
of purchase money on deposit at a Bank pending completion) to all the Lots described in
the preceding Particulars of Sale, forming part of the West Court Estate and held there-
with, as modified by these Special Conditions. A print of the said National Conditions
can be inspected by appointment if desired at the Offices of the Vendors’ Solicitors,
Messrs. Rider, Heaton, Meredith & Mills, 8, New Square, Lincoln’s Inn, London, and
cach Purchaser shall buy subject to and with notice of such Conditions of Sale whether
he inspects the same or not.

2. The Deposit shall be 10 per cent. of the purchase money and shall be paid to
the Auctioneers, Messrs. Jackson Stops & Staff, of Stops House, Queen Street, Mayfair,
as to Lots 1 to 13 inclusive as Agents for the Scttled Land Act Trustees of the Vendor
and as to Lots 14 and 16 as Agents for the Vendors of those Lots.

3. The date for the completion of the respective purchases shall be the 29th Septem-
ber, 1930.

4. As to Lots 2 and 6 the timber upon these Lots has been valued by the Auc-
tioneers for the purposes of this sale at the amounts stated in the Particulars and such
timber shall be taken and paid for by the respective Purchasers of these Lots in addition
to the amount of his purchase money of such Lots. For the purposes of the Conditions
of Sale the expression ‘‘ purchase money ’’ shall include (unless repugnant to the context)
the said sums stated in the Particulars as the respective prices to be paid in respect of
such timber.

5. As to Lots 1 to 13, inclusive, the Vendor is selling as Tenant for life under the
powers conferred by the Settled Land Act, 1925. And as to Lots 14 and 15 the respective
Vendors will each convey as Beneficial Owner.

The Title to the various Lots shall commence with the following Conveyances,
namely :—

As to Lot 1 with a Conveyance dated 4th December, 188b.

As to the greater part of Lot 2 with the said Conveyance of 4th December,
1885, as to a further portion with a Conveyance dated 11th November, 1903, and
as to the remainder of the Lot with a Conveyance dated 2bth October, 1904.

As to Lot 3 with the said Conveyance of 4th December, 1885.

As to Lots 4 and 5 with a Conveyance of 11th May, 1909.

As to Lot 6 with the following Conveyances, namely: As to the greater part
dated 11th May, 1909; as to a further portion dated 23rd September, 1904 ; as to
another portion dated 25th October, 1904 ; as to another portion dated 25th March,
1902, and as to the remainder dated 20th March, 1907.

As to Lot 7 with the said Conveyance of 11th May, 1909.

As to Lot 8 with 2 Conveyances, one dated 14th November, 1906, and the
other dated 1st June, 1904.

As to Lot 9 with the said Conveyance dated 1st June, 1904.
As to Lot 10 with a Conveyance dated 11th November, 1907.
As to Lots 11, 12 and 13 with the said Conveyance of 14th November, 1906.
As to Lot 14 with three Conveyances, one dated 14th February, 1898, to

Dixon, and two Conveyances dated 4th March, 1902, from J. R. Dixon and
. Dixon respectively to the Vendor of this Lot.

.>—a
AE

As to Lot 15 with a Conveyance dated 14th Tebruary, 1898.
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6. The Vendor reserves for himself his heirs and assigns owner or owners for the
time being of Lot 1 and persons authorised by bhim or them the full free and uninter-
rupted right at all times after the completion of the purchase (and in the meantime) to
enter and remain upon such parts of enclosure No. 419 pt. of Lot 2 for the purpose of
erecting or laying upon or in the said enclosure such drains standpipes pipes tanks and
apparatus and of inspecting repairing renewing and cleansing the drains branches con-
nections standpipes tanks and other apparatus used in connection with the drainage of
Lot 1 and the full and free and uninterrupted right at all times to discharge sewage effluent on
to the soil of the enclosure No. 419 and any part or parts thereof. The persons exercising
such rights shall carry out all works with all reasonable speed doing as little damage as
possible and making reasonable compensation for any damage caused to crops by reason
thereof. '

7. In the case of the purchase of any Lot which forms part of the holding of
which the Purchaser is Tenant such Purchaser shall if required give up possession to the
Vendor of the remainder of the land forming his holding (and which is not included in
the Lot purchased by him) on the 29th September, 1930, subject to an adjustment of his
rent as apportioned by the Auctioneers in accordance with the Particulars of Sale. Each
Purchaser shall accept the apportionment of rents set out in the Particulars of each Lot
and shall not require the Tenants consent or any legal apportionment to be obtained
thereto and National Condition 6 (6) shall be amended accordingly. The Vendor reserves
the right to give notice before completion to determine any tenancy affecting two or more
lots under any power reserved to him in theé Lease thereof and il and so far as the
Vendor may require, the Vendor and any Purchaser shall in his Conveyance mutually
covenant to concur at any time as and when required in giving notice to determine any
tenancy affecting both the property conveyed and also any property of the Vendor not
actually sold at the present sale or conveyed to any other purchaser and each Purchaser
shall become responsible for all claims by the Tenant whether arising before upon or after
the completion of the purchase or the expiration of the tenancy for compensation Tenant
right or otherwise payable in respect of the Lot or Lots purchased by him and shall
indemnify the Vendor [rom and against all claims in respect thereof and National Con-
dition No. 12 (3) shall be amended accordingly. Each Purchaser shall on the completion
of his purchase pay to the Vendor all rent (not exceeding one half year’s rent) then due
or accrued and also the Vendor’s proportion of the current rent less the proportion of the
current outgoings. -

8. The Vendor reserves the right tohold a sale by auction after the date of the
present sale of the contents of the residence thereon and of any farm stock and effects in
or about any Lot or lLots the property of the Vendor but will use all reasonable means
to prevent damage to the property by reason thereof.




Memorandunt.

At the Sale by Auction, made this day, of the Property described in the foregoing

Particulars,
of

was the highest bidder for and was declared the Purchaser of the property described in
the within Particulars as Lot at the price of £

and the said has paid to Messrs. Jackson Stops & Staff, as Agents for and on behalf of the
Vendor’s Settled Land Trustees the sum of £ by way of deposit and
in part payment of the purchase moncy, and hereby agrees to pay the remainder of the
purchase money and to complete the purchase according to the foregoing Conditions and
the said Jackson Stops & Staff as the Vendor’s Agents hereby confirm the said Sale and

acknowledge the rcceipt of the said deposit.

Dated this day of , 1930.
PUrchase money: ... —eeons o e &
LesseDeposit i ot nasia no e ol

Balance ... S

As Agents for the Vendor

we hereby confirm this contract, and acknowledge to have received the said deposit.

Abstract of Title to be sent to:—
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Cottage Properties
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Messrs. JACKSON STOPS ® STAFF,

Chartered Surveyors and Auctioneers,
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West Court. For sale.

Photographs by Wendy Graham & Dean Chamberlain June 2020

West entrance view with 17thc building core & 19thc porch on the right end.

REME crest over entrance. Window to left of entrance.  Inglenook fireplace with Delft-style tiles.




REME bar, a reception room and kitchen area. (REME vacated West Court in 2015)

Ground floor overmantel. First floor overmantel detail and fireplace.




Ground floor stained glass window Carved overmantel with crest

Decorative tiled bedroom fireplaces View of garden from the east facade




Beamed bedroom with concealed opening panel in overmantel to reveal wallpaper.
(Overmantel was probably installed over the early wallpaper at a later date).

Upper room with beams. (Probably servant quarters). Beams with some replacement timbers.

Cellar. Western approach road to West Court following line of the Roman road.




EAST COURT AND WEST COURT
John Dewhurst

The manor of Finchamstede was owned by King Harold; after his death at Hastings, William
naturally took it for his own. Under the feudal system of that time the manor was the basic unit
of government; economic legal and military. The manorial court was the source of local justice.
The lord had to provide fully armed knights and soldiers as laid down in the terms of his
lordship there being no standing army. The lordship was, however, very rewarding. The lord
would have quite a lot of the land as his own and, apart from his own serfs, the freemen were
required to work on his land for so many days in the year, particularly at busy times such as
haymaking or harvest. There were also other sources of income; fines from the court, profits
from mills and fisheries and tithes and fees from churches. Lords of the manor often built a
church close to the manor house and in early days simply appointed one of their workers as
priest regardless of suitability or education. \

Finchamstede remained a direct possession of the Crown until some time between 1100
and 1118 when Henry I granted it, with four other lordships to Robert Achard, Lord of
Aldermaston. a distinguished Norman knight. Some time before 1135 his son Richard granted
the Manor of Finchamstede to Alard Banastre. The manor remained in the hands of the Banastres
through successive male heirs until about 1290. There is little doubt that their Manor House
and therefore “court” was roughly on the site of the present Manor House and, as would be
expected, close to the church which was consecrated in 1150, so clearly built by the Banastres.

Sir William Banastre died in 1299 and, having no son, bequeathed half the manor each to
his daughters Constance and Agatha. The sisters had married two cousins John and Peter dela
Hoese; Constance, the elder to John and Agatha to Peter. Constance and John took the East
Court which included the existing Manor House and Agatha and Peter built a new house for the
West Court. The two Courts remained separate up to modern times each passing down the
generations, usually, it seems by dynastic marriages and in the case of West Court in a
continuous blood line through male and female heirs.

Over the years the powers and privileges of manors were gradually eroded. From early
times the King would accept a “fine” in place of actual knights or bowmen; it was probably
better to have the money to hire professional soldiers than to rely on the perhaps rather mixed
bunch provided by the manors. Also, as a cash economy developed, the lay and ecclesiastical
land owners began to “farm” their fisheries, mills, woods and land or in other words to act
simply as a landlord taking a rent from those who actually did the work. This became so
common that now we call almostany agricultural land a farm. Over the years more and more
farms were sold and so became private property. The Manorial Court also gradually lost its
powers as the national courts extended their scope. Lordship of manors however persisted
and some residual rights remained; some are still contested in court.

Modern times have seen the final extinction of the old order. The St Johns inherited West



Court in 1724 and held it through four different members of the family who were also Rectors
of St James’. This was easy for them since they held the advowson of the church giving the right
to present the incumbent. Being both squire and parson, they were in the old slang “squarsons”.
They were also “‘sporting parsons”; the Rev Henry Ellis St John on succeeding to the property
in1809 immediately bought a pack of fox hounds which he hunted over land to the west of the
Loddon; Sherfield, Beech Hill and Stratfield Saye and also took up his duties as Rector. The St
Johns remained Rectors of Finchampstead and, until 1847, lived at West Court but then Rev
Edward St John moved to the new rectory he had built on the site of what is now Finchampstead
House. The old house was let. The last of the squarsons, Edward St John died in 1892 at the
age of 97, the Rectory of Finchampstead having been filled by the family for a period of 148
years.

East Court house seems to have been sold away from the manor by Henry Fish-Palmer in
about 1728. In the early 1800s Charles Fyshe-Palmer moved to the house now known as
East Court.

So all the old dispensations are gone and after over 800 years the old manor house of East
Court is no more and West Court is an army officers mess. The lordship is effectively extinct.
There is now, it is true, the addition of a North Court and a South Court but these are just
names; they have never been “courts” of any kind.

LUNCH FOR NICHOLAS
(We hope Nicholas will be at the lunch as he is back in England)
Finchampstead Sports Club
November 16th At12.30 pm.

Bric a brac table, Ceramic Christmas Figurines
Tickets at £9 each
from Josie Lawrenson 0118 976 1939, Joyce Hull 01344 772147
and Audrey Metcalf.

Sing a
Rainbow

Craft ClaS¥es for Pre-school children. Held locally in
Finchampstead Call Keri on 01189732653 for more details
or e-mail keri.bradiey@tiscali.couk
Music and mess without the clearing upl Each week
children sing songs and make creative articles to a
common theme.
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